
http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=2996&m=db


Let’s explore

• The need for Intercultural Competence
• Application in student mobility – what is working and 

what is not?
• Case study- implementing the learning journeys in AFS
• Modified applications- Mobility, Professional 

Development, International Student Programs
• What’s next- will this work for you?

• Building capacity
• Intercultural Competence
• Impact- making a difference



AFS is an international, voluntary, non-governmental, non-profit organization that 
provides intercultural learning opportunities to help people develop the

knowledge, skills and understanding 
needed to create a more just and peaceful world.

Develop Active 
Global Citizens

Globalise schools 
and Institutions

Expand access to 
Intercultural 

Education

IMPACT







What’s happening

• How do you currently build intercultural 
competence?

• Is it working? 



What’s not working?

• Observation and Immersion 
alone are not enough*

Mick Vande Berg and Georgetown Consortium







Student Curriculum 
activity
• Orientation (based on Year or Semester)

• Pre-departure
• On arrival- locally and individual
• Post arrival- 4-6 weeks in
• Mid stay
• End of stay- 4-6 weeks prior to going 

home
• Monthly learning reflections

• Monthly guided reflections with 
trained volunteers







Modified approach
• Japanese Leadership program to Usydney

• Teacher professional development at 
Victorian International Student Forum

• Family Law Practitioners in WA

• Tokyo Municipal Board of Education

• Victorian Young Leaders to China
• International Student Forum-Vic

• Teacher forum in Hungary, Turkey

• PD for teachers in Canada
• GCC- Global Citizenship Certificate- Online



Next steps- how might 
this work for you? 



Online resources

http://afs.org.au/education



Acknowledging:
• Mick Vande Berg, Student Learning Abroad; What our students are learning, 

what they’re not, and what we can do about it. Forum on Intercultural Learning and 
Exchange Italy 2015, 2016

• Dr. Darla Deardorff Exploring intercultural competence key to successful 
global leaders. Conference presentation Nelson Mandela Business University 2015, Building 
intercultural competence for educators, Assessing intercultural competence: Forum on 
Intercultural Learning and Exchange (FILE) Italy 2015, 2016

• Kenneth Cushner, Ed. D., Professor Emeritus, Kent State University. The 
intercultural training of teachers: What, When, How? Forum on Intercultural Learning 
and Exchange (FILE) Italy 2015

• Australian Dept. of Education and Training. 
• AFS Education Advisory Group



https://afs.org/conference/

Call for papers extended until March 25

Speakers include:
• Dr. Andreas Schleicher, OCED Directorate for Education 
and Skills/PISA
• Prof. Dr. Anantha Duraiappah, UNESCO Mahatma Gandhi 
Institute
• Dr. Vishakha Desai, Columbia University
• Mr. Clive Lee, Yidan Prize Foundation
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